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OUR ALTAR SERVERS

On Saturday 22nd November, the Altar Servers
made a trip to 'Bounce' in Cannington for a fun
couple of hours of activities involving trampolines.
24 servers came along for the event and enjoyed
playing dodge bounce, trampoline basketball,
forward somersaulting, wall climbing and free play.
One member of the group, Sam Fitzgerald,
was able to display his outstanding skills. Sam is a
dedicated trampolinist and a member of the WA
state team in the sport. The rest managed to enjoy
the adventure and fun of the different activities.
The purpose of the event was to bring the
servers together socially away from their duties on
the sanctuary, as both a way of strengthening the
unity and sense of community within the group, as
well as thanking them for their dedication and commitment to the task of altar serving.
Although we are always looking to improve
and refine the way we serve in the Holy Family
Parish, we are extremely proud of our servers and

ALTAR SERVERS
COORDINATION
TEAM

the special contribution they make to the liturgy this
Year!
In September, 10 new young members of our
parish who had received their First Holy Communion were trained as new altar servers in our parish.
Skye, Josie, Esther, Rita, Marcel, Zoe, Kate, Jedsen,
Siena, and Tristan attended two training sessions
before being inducted by Fr Ossie as part of the
subsequent round of weekend masses. We welcome
these new servers into the fantastic group of Altar
servers we have in our Parish. In total, we now have a
total of 46 active altar servers, including 18 Senior
Servers, but we are always looking for more to
strengthen the team.
If you have received your First Holy Communion and are interested to become and altar server,
contact Fr Ossie or a member of the Altar Servers
Coordination Team (Hasan Sidi, Daniel Bianchini,
Alvin Kang, Nola Smith, Michael & David Ho and
Peter Quinn.)
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A MESSAGE FROM FR OSSIE

It has nearly been six months since I have been a part
of Holy Family Church of Como/Kensington and I
must honestly say that it has been a very rewarding
and fulfilling six months. And so I take this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to all of you for your
extraordinary welcome and support to help me settle
down here. I did hear many good things about you
before I came here but what I have experienced and
am still experiencing, far exceeds what I have heard
and for all of this I thank you very sincerely and
profusely.

As the parish priest of this parish, my role is that of a
pastor and administrator. As a pastor I am responsible
for your spiritual welfare and as an administrator for
the temporal welfare of the parish, In the pastoral
field, it is very rewarding to see the great enthusiasm
and devotion you express in your prayer and worship.
The Weekday and Weekend masses are very well
attended and celebrated. In this respect I would like
to acknowledge the invaluable contributions from the
Acolytes & Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist,
Altar servers, Commentators & Lectors, the Choirs,
Collectors. Sacristans & Flower arrangers. The various
Prayer Groups too are sources of abundant grace to
our parish community. Our children are God's most
precious gift to us and it is very edifying to see our
parents, catechists and children-liturgy helpers,
unitedly nurturing them.
In the Administrative field, I am very privileged to
have two Pastoral Assistants who are very dedicated
to the welfare of the parish and who have very gener-
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ously and untiringly cooperated with me and help me
implement and realise my vision for the parish, our
two secretaries and volunteers are a great help as
well. In this respect the Pastoral Council, the Liturgy
Committee have all contributed substantially. With
the help of many dedicated women and men from
the Finance Committee, the Gardening Group, the
Church Cleaners & Counters, the Arts and Crafts
Group and the St Vincent De Paul Society the buildings and grounds of the parish are very well cared for
and the finances of the parish are very robust and
healthy.
By way of conclusion, firstly. let me repeat what I have
said at the beginning, this past six months have been
a very rewarding and fulfilling time for me and this is
because we as a parish have unitedly prayed and
worked. Secondly, permit me to express my heart-felt
thanks for your friendship and support, for your
prayers and good Christian living and last but not
least for your generous financial support to me in the
First Collection and for your parish in the Second
Collection. With great trust in Divine Providence let us
unitedly continue the building of God's Kingdom here
in our parish, our archdiocese and in the wider
society.
My Christmas Prayer for each one of you is: "May
Christmas bring you both Spiritual and Temporal
Blessings in abundance and may the New Year see you
healthy, wealthy and peaceful."
Fr Ossie Lewis PP
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CHFP UKULELE PLAYERS

The Como Holy Family Parish (CHFP) Ukulele Players
group was founded in late 2013, after a few parishioners (Pablo, Richard, Otto, Nancy and Alan) made a
visit to a northern ukuleles performance (Nukes) at
Hillary’s Boat Harbour. With Fr Al’s support, we got
together to teach and motivate each other to learn
how to play the ukulele.
In mid-2014 we invited a few members from
Nukes and friends from nearby parishes to assist us.
Now we have regular practice sessions on Saturdays at
our parish hall.
Our objective is to have fun musically and to
have fellowship amongst friends and parishioners
whilst keeping an active mind, learning new songs to
share with each other to enhance both our spirits and
physical wellbeing. Simply put, we have FUN.
Our performances so far have included:
- Christmas Carolling for Holy Family Parish in
2013 and 2014
- Morning Teas at Holy Family Parish
- Multicultural Day at Bull Creek Primary

School in October 2014.
We will be having an “Open Day” on 3rd January 2015
for anybody who would like to find out about what we
do and know a little more about playing the ukulele.
Please come at 1pm if you are a beginner. Our
regular practice session starts from 2pm.
We look forward to meeting you.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS

The Holy Family Christmas Carols night was held on
Saturday 20th December in the parish courtyard.
After mass, parishioners tucked into a
delicious sausage sizzle and settled down for an
evening of carols, led by the Santo Pio, 8:30 Group and
D’Cantor choirs, as well as the Burmese Catholic Community and Como Holy Family Parish Ukulele Players.
Fr Ossie even made a special guest appearance with
his mouth organ and the crowd was certainly
impressed!
All proceeds from the evening were donated
to the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. In total we
raised over $650 – thank you to all who came and
supported this very worthy Appeal!
A huge thank you to all those who generously
gave their time and efforts to the event, including
Alan and Monica Khoo, all the music groups, the Perth
Chinese Catholic Community (PCCC) who helped run
the sausage sizzle, and all the other volunteers who
helped make the evening a success.

ALAN
KHOO

ADEANA
KHOO
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MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL
On Sunday 26th October
the Parish Pastoral Council
held its Annual General
Meeting. At the meeting
Father Ossie gave an opening address which included
a thank you to parishioners
for their warm welcome.
This welcome had made
Father’s settling in to the
Parish so much easier.
An interesting comment from Fr Ossie was that
since arriving at Como, he had performed twice as
many baptisms as funerals. I think that this is a reassuring signal for the parish which reflects the
increasing number of young families who are
coming to Holy Family.
A financial report was then presented by Bob Tin on
behalf of the Finance Committee. In summary, the
surplus for the year to 30 June 2014 was approximately $10,000 more than budgeted, mainly due to
savings in expenses, with the largest being below
budget expenditure on repairs and maintenance.
There is some catch up work to do in this area and
the Finance Committee is addressing this.
The purpose of the Parish Council is to assist with
the apostolic work of the Church and Council’s role
is to be a representative body working together to
form a Christian community. To undertake this role,
the Parish Council met on six occasions between
December 2013 and October 2014.
For each of these meetings, minutes were
prepared and when confirmed at the following
meeting, were displayed on the Parish notice board
for parishioners to read.
Key achievements in the last twelve months under
the headings of communication, social, ministry,
liturgy, evangelisation, and pastoral have been as
follows:

MICHAEL
TAYLOR

Communication: Three @Home Newsletters
have been published in the last twelve months with
many interesting articles co-ordinated by Adeana
Khoo and Julian Sieber. In addition, the parish publishes a weekly bulletin and puts all this information
along with other details on the parish web site.
Social: On the 29th March over 300 people
attended a celebration of the 25th anniversary of
the ordination of Fr Aloysius. Mass was followed by
a delicious ‘lunch in a box’ for all attendees. This
event was followed by a ‘Farewell to Fr Al and
Welcome to Fr Ossie’ event that occurred on the 6th
July. Fundraising was undertaken for this event and
as well as farewell/welcome gifts, a shared luncheon
was held in the parish hall. A successful event held
in November was the Melbourne Cup luncheon and
there were a number of “dinners for 8” amongst
parishioners in August. Morning teas after mass
continue to be well attended and appreciated.
Ministry: Support from acolytes, altar servers, commentators, special readers, home communion and church cleaning continues to be strong.
The parish is well organised with co-ordinators
appointed in each of these areas.
Liturgy: This area is very active and a Liturgy
Sub-committee has been formed with representatives from the various choirs/musicians, especially
for Christmas and Easter periods.

>> Continued on next page
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Evangelisation: Key activity has been the
RCIA program which has had four successful years
of operation. Six catechumens and candidates were
received into the Church in Easter 2014. Tony and
Breda Pires and Jim and Megan Phillips are now
taking a break from presenting this program and on
behalf of the Parish, Council thanks them for their
wonderful program.
Pastoral: Several council members attended
the ‘Integrity in the Service of the Church’ seminars
held in South Perth in February 2014. In response,
Council is looking at all parish activities and will
investigate the development of clear codes of
conduct, policies and procedures for the highest
risk activities.

Como/Kensington Holy Family Parish

and Nola for their support over the last twelve
months. Their contribution and the contributions
by all the other volunteers, enables this parish to be
an ongoing vital part of many peoples lives.
On behalf of the Parish Council, I wish all parishioners a very happy and holy 2014 Christmas.
Michael Taylor
Chairperson
Parish Council

Finally I would like to record our thanks to the
gardening group. Lawns, garden beds, hedges and
watering all take effort, not made any easier by the
loss during the year of Laurie Smith who looked
after the lawns. We have a prominent site on Canning Highway and our well maintained gardens
support our pastoral message.
During the Annual General meeting Mark Ferroa
was elected to fill a vacancy on the Parish Council
and was welcomed to his first meeting earlier this
month. I would like to thank Fr Aloysius, Fr Ossie,
Council members and Pastoral Assistants Megan

WWW.HOLYFAMILY.COM.AU
Have you checked out the parish website lately?
Visit the page for the latest information about the parish and diocese
and you can even find this and previous issues of the newsletter there!
The @Home Newsletter is a great way to share our stories and get involved
with the parish community. If you would like to contribute to future editions
of the newsletter, please contact:
adeana11@hotmail.com
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MELBOURNE CUP 2014
On the 4th November the Annual Holy Family Como
Parish Melbourne Cup Luncheon was Held. Approximately 65 guests arrived for registration dressed in
the spirit of the occasion to be greeted with champagne and nibbles.
Ian Sidney-smith once again proved beyond
doubt to be the Parish official bookmaker with his
skilful and professional management of the sweeps.
The lunch consisted of barbecued chicken
pieces, roast beef and succulent pork complimented
with a variety of sauces, gravies, potato dishes and
fresh garden salads. This was followed by freshly
home made sweets including pavlova, trifle and a
variety of others.
All this was washed down with classic red
and white premium wines of which Ray Jordan
would be proud of. Prior to and after lunch great
conversation and fellowship was enjoyed by all.
Numerous awards and prizes including the
traditional Door Prize, Best Hat and a prize for any
excuse was the order of the day. An event like this
cannot be possible without the assistance of a hard

JENNY & BOB
ALBONICO

working and dedicated organising committee who
have been working on this Melbourne Cup day since
July.
Special thanks to the organising committee
for the catering, setting up of the venue including
the audio visual, people who donated prizes and all
those who assisted on the day including the cleaning and putting away the furniture but most importantly all those who attended.

Page | 6

@ HOME

Como/Kensington Holy Family Parish

AN UPDATE FROM NSW
For those of you who
may remember, this
time last year I
announced in the
Christmas edition of
@HOME that I would
be moving to Sydney in
2014 to work for The
Catholic Guy Ministry.

JULIAN
SIEBER

at university. We are making a big effort to reach those
who are disconnected from the church, bring them to
an ever-deepening relationship with Jesus and bring
them in to the community that is the Catholic Church.

Well I am very pleased to say that I have had a
fantastic and very successful year moving to Sydney
and I can certainly feel and appreciate the prayers of
my true home parish - so thank you very much for
your prayers and support in this adventure!
If you are wondering what I have actually been
doing, let me try and scratch the surface of explaining
what it is I have been up to in 2014.
Bruce Downes the Catholic Guy is a televsion
program on the Australian Christian Channel on Foxtel
which I currently produce (pictured right).
The Catholic Guy Ministry travels around
Australia visiting Catholic Parishes and puts on
week-long parish mission events and I have been very
blessed to travel to parishes in Melbourne, Brisbane
and around New South Wales this year to share the
message of Christ in a new and engaging way to those
who find it hard to connect to the church.
This has all been very exciting! It is, however,
nearly insignificant when compared to everything
that will be happening next year. 2015 will be a very
big year!
In 2015, we will be establishing multiple places
known as The Catholic Guy Impact Centres. These
centres will bring a modern and contemporary Catholic presentation of the gospel to children, youth and
adults which will be broadcast live over the internet
evey week to the whole country and the world.
You will be able to watch, whether at home, in
a small group or at a Catholic Guy Impact Centre, the
teaching, music and creative elements of The Catholic
Guy Ministry each and every week.
We all know that many people today do not
connect with the church. You know these people. Your
friends or you children; those at work or in your classes

To do this, we are going to need a significant amount
of help and support - so if this sounds like something
you are interested in helping in some way at all, then
please feel free to contact me on 0403 908 910.
I would love to chat to you about what our
ministry is doing and how you can be involved.
You can also chat to me while I am here! I am
back at the Holy Family Parish over the Christmas
break. I have been to countless amazing places and
met so many amazing people this year, but there
really is no place like home! I am very glad to be back
and it is great to see the parish still flourishing and
bustling with authentic community.
For more information about The Catholic Guy Impact
Centres and The Catholic Guy Online, visit:
thecatholicguy.tv
For information on how to partner with and assist us
financially, visit: thecatholicguy.tv/donate
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PARISH PASTORAL
ASSISTANTS
In 2010 Fr Aloyisius asked us to take on the role of
Administration Assistants.
At that time the role was mainly to coordinate and facilitate the Parish Sacramental programs,
the religious education program run by our Parish at
Kensington Primary and the training and support
for the Catechists involved.
The role then grew to supporting other
parish groups and opportunities for evangelisation.
We were involved in the development of the Parish
Survey and attended Parish Council meetings to
ensure that the information we were gathering and
the progress of the various groups was relayed to
the members of the Parish Council and their
support sought.
Together with the Parish Secretary Rosters
were coordinated and collated and new members
of the various ministries contacted and welcomed.
With the coming of Fr Ossie, our role has been
tweaked and formalised into that of Pastoral Assistants. 'What's the difference?' you ask.
Quite a lot actually. From mere administration and organisation of programs, dates, and communication with the various stakeholders of the
Sacramental programs, the Children's Liturgy and
State School RE programs; the role now includes
working with Fr Ossie on Liturgical and Evangelisation matters for the benefit of the whole Parish.
As Fr Ossie has a deep interest in the area of
Liturgy, the development of the Liturgy Committee
has seen the widening of the responsibilities and
direction of this important group.
Volunteers from the various ministries in the
Parish are now represented, not just members from
the various choirs. With different expectations and
changes to some of the ways in which Liturgy is
developed and participated in by the various
groups, there has been some 'ruffling of feathers'.

NOLA SMITH &
MEGAN PHILLIPS

Change is never easy.
But change is important if we are to keep on
developing and growing in our faith. Having to look
at what we do and why we do it has been interesting and frightening and for some, downright impossible.
Along with the work with Liturgy, our role for
the past six months has been to assist Fr Ossie to
settle into the practicalities of day to day life at Holy
Family Parish.
There have been on going issues with the IT. These
are now almost sorted. New Parish Secretarial roles
had to be worked out and remain a 'work in progress'. Volunteers to assist with work in the office
when the paid workers are not there, is a 'work in
progress'.
Our voluntary work, with and for Fr Ossie,
supposedly a one morning a week commitment has
actually been more of an everyday ongoing commitment for the past six months as we have tried to
sort the everyday problems that have arisen.

PARISH PASTORAL ASSISTANTS

NOLA SMITH

MEGAN PHILLIPS
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PAUL SLOAN
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From planned giving envelope providers who
closed down to the demise of the children's choir as
the conductor moved to another parish; there have
been so many things to put in place feathers to be
smoothed and information and expertise to be
sought.
However there is light at the end of the
tunnel. Whilst there are still coordinators of the
various ministries, there is more connection
between the ministries through the Liturgy Committee. With representation across committees
there is more opportunity for cross checking and
support within and across the various groups in the
Parish. Hopefully there will be less frustration about
who to go to and how to have matters addressed by
the appropriate people than there has been in the
past.
Written records of events of Liturgical and
Social importance are now being set up for future
reference so that each year we won't need to re-invent the wheel or even continue to expect the same
people to take on the same jobs, but we will have
their expertise to call on for advice.
With so many of the practicalities now almost under
control, we look forward with anticipation to 2015
and being able to assist Fr Ossie to bring more of his
pastoral and liturgical hopes and dreams for our
Parish to reality.

FIONA WEE
ADEANA KHOO

ANNA FRANCIS

JUDY PRIESTLEY
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RECONCILIATION
This year was our turn to provide the venue and
Liturgical action which surrounds this very essential
Sacrament.
Again, the Diocese provided us with some
excellent materials, which we tweaked to suit our
own needs. With five Parishioners taking on a more
active role in the Liturgy, and a good representation
from the surrounding Parishes in attendance, it was
a deeply spiritual evening.
We were all very grateful to Fr Ossie for his
leadership in this area of our spiritual growth, and
look forward to growing closer to our Lord through
Fr Ossie and his well chosen words, it was another
very successful evening for Holy Family Parish; with
several people staying around long enough to share
their experience and their delight in finding so
much more to inspire them in their reflections on
their life and how they can try to improve into the
future.

Particular thanks go to Helen Mason and
Manuela Macri for their sensitive reading from St
Paul and the Psalms; and to Jim Phillips, Dimi Sidi
and Mary McMahon for leading us in an examination of conscience.
The choir also assisted in making the
evening special; our thanks go to the 8:30 Group
and D’Cantor choirs.
Finally we must thank Fr Ossie's fellow
priests for coming along to assist on the night. Many
were new to us, which provided us with a new experience of the healing power of God amongst us, as
they spoke gently to us and prayed with us and over
us as they gave us new hope to begin our lives
anew with the absolution Jesus initiated all those
years ago.

ADVENT GROUPS

This year Fr Ossie made available the Archdiocesan
Advent materials for use by the Small Christian
Communities and other prayer groups operating in
the Parish on a regular basis. Other special Advent
groups have also come together, with some parishioners joining the regular prayer groups and some
just making up their own groups for Advent.
These groups have been a wonderful way of
getting to know others in the Parish. Certainly from
the perspective of our regular group, welcoming
others into the group just for the period of Advent
has added to the depth of conversation and deepened our understandings of the various readings
and their particular focus.
For those of you who have not as yet had the
opportunity to join a special group, either in Lent or
in Advent, I can only encourage you to have a go
next time - you will be amazed how easy it is and
how welcoming your fellow parishioners are!

NOLA SMITH &
MEGAN PHILLIPS

MEGAN
PHILLIPS

We don’t just say the odd prayer and have interesting discussions; but we socialise and actually have a
great deal of fun and laughs! So do give it a go next
time they are offered.
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Holy Family Parish Como-Kensington
2015 Sacramental Program Highlights

Enrolment Masses
Sat 21/2
Sun 22/2

6.00pm
8.30am and 10.00am

Enrolment Mass for all Sacramental Programs
Enrolment Masses for all Sacramental Programs

First Reconciliation
8/3

Week 1

Start of Program
Parent Meeting (9.30am – 10.45am)

22/3

Week 3

Commitment Mass for First Reconciliation @ 10.00am

3/5

Week 6

Workshop with family members (9.30am – 11.15am)

14/6

Week 11

Sacramental Meeting candidates/parents (9.30am - 11.15am)

4/7

Saturday

First Reconciliation Ceremony @ 5.00pm

First Eucharist
2/5

Week 1

Start of Program
Parent Meeting (4.15pm – 4.45pm)

6/6

Week 5

Commitment Mass for First Eucharist @ 6.00pm
Workshop with family members (4.00pm - 6.00pm)

1/8

Week 11

Sacramental Meeting candidates/parent (4.00pm - 6.00pm)

16/8

Sunday

First Holy Communion Ceremony @ 10.00am

20/6

Week 1

Start of Program
Parent Meeting (4.15pm - 4.45pm)

1/8

Week 5

Commitment Mass for Confirmation @ 6.00pm
Workshop with family members/sponsors (4.00pm-6.00pm)

12/9

Week 10

Sacramental Meeting candidates/parents (4.00pm – 6.00pm)

24/10

Saturday

Confirmation Ceremony @ 6.00pm

Confirmation
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A NOTE FROM
THE EDITORS
ADEANA KHOO &
JULIAN SIEBER
From the @HOME Newsletter team, we want to
thank you for being a part of the Christmas celebrations here at the Como/Kensington Holy Family
Parish.
As always, this edition of the newseletter would not
have been possible to produce without the help of
everyone who contributed - from writing articles,
to providing photos and printing.
We thank you for the support you have given for
the @HOME newsletter over the past few years,
but it is now time for us to move on and pass the
baton on to someone else as we both move into
very busy and exciting times in the coming few
years.
So this edition of the @HOME Newsletter will be
the last one produced by us - but we’re sure the
newsletter will be in great hands when it is passed
over for the next issue in 2015.
If you have content for the next issue of the newsletter, or you want to help out and become
involved in producing, designing or editing
@HOME in the future, please contact:
adeana11@hotmail.com
We both hope you have a wonderful Christmas and
a very happy New Year’s!
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