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On Sunday 16 August 2015, during the 10am
Mass, ten candidates received the Sacrament
of First Eucharist. They were Sam Le Febvre,
Taneesha Barbarich, Liam Bush, Eva Casey,
James McCague, Michael Muttupulle, Henry
Napoli, Zara Pearson, Celeste Petrovski and
Elisha Seow.
The candidates had prepared for this important
milestone in their faith journey by attending our
parish First Eucharist Sacramental Program
which commenced on 2 May 2015. This year
the catechists for the program were Louise
McCague and Marie Tiley.

Also available online at: www.holyfamily.com.au

Strong family involvement is encouraged in all
the parish Sacramental Programs with the First
Eucharist Program being no exception. Families
and friends are invited to join the candidates at a
Commitment Mass, a Family Workshop where
they work together to create a symbolic banner,
a Sacramental Meeting and a First Eucharist
Retreat which is conducted by Sr Marie Riddler
at the Mary MacKillop Centre.
After the Ceremony, Fr Ossie joined the families
for morning tea where a special
MARK
cake to celebrate the occasion
FERROA
was cut.
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‘The Drop-out Disciple’

John 6:60-69

Fr Paschal Kearney

“After this many of his disciples left him.
They stopped going with him”.
That sentence conveys a picture of what must
have been a sad day in the life of Jesus.
So I try to put myself into the place of one of
those departing disciples. What might I have said?
What excuses might I have offered for my decision
not to continue?
“My name is not really important, but I am there in
the Bible. Jesus talks about me, and you have just
read about me. Yes, I wish I had a name you
could recognise. Indeed I might have had if things
had been different and I had made a different
decision. But that was not to be.
I first met Jesus at a wedding in Cana. Cana is my
hometown. A young man from nearby Nazareth
saved the day. He managed to get a lot of excellent wine. I don’t know how that happened, but the
headwaiter swore that he had filled the jars with
water.
Anyhow that is how Jesus first got my attention. I
started to follow him around whenever I could. I
listened as he spoke about God – and not in a
heavy oppressive way. It was.....different! He
could tell a good story; make us laugh and cry. He
often challenged and disturbed me and others.
This Jesus became popular as he travelled around
Galilee. The local rabbi here in Cana calls Jesus a
rabble-rouser and a troublemaker. But I thought,
‘this is my kind of leader’.
Later I learned that he went to preach in Samaria.
The rabbi here preached a sermon about that kind
of irresponsible behaviour – ‘We are the Chosen
people. We are God’s elect. This Jesus can’t be
treating the Samaritans the same as us’. But
somehow I liked what Jesus was doing. Besides
hadn’t the prophets been telling us for centuries
that God was God for all of us – Jews and
Gentiles and no outsiders?
There were just too many coincidences about this
Jesus of Nazareth – miracles and radical new
teachings. I could not ignore him and so the next
time he came to Cana I joined the group that
followed him.
In the months that followed I witnessed incredible
things. I saw a lame man walk; a blind man see;
thousands of hungry people being fed. And there
were the quiet times when he would take us apart
from the crowds and teach us. I hung on to every
word, trying to understand and believe.
But sometimes his words and demands were
hard. He was expecting just too much from us.
You know he wanted us to love our neighbours,
even our enemies and always to forgive. He kept

talking about sacrifice. He claimed that God had
sent him – that God was in him and in us. He said
he was the bread of life and we were to eat his body
and drink his blood.
It all got just too confusing.
So one day I decided it was time to end this journey
with Jesus. I went home.
I guess you would call me a ‘disciple-of-Jesusdropout’. I wasn’t alone. Others felt that they could
not wrap their minds around his teachings and
claims. So we left. That is where I get mentioned in
the Bible – right there where it says, ‘Many of his
disciples left him’. I went home to Cana.
But I continued to hear stories about this Jesus.
Then one day I heard that he had been arrested in
Jerusalem and was executed by the political and
religious leaders. And I thought, He never deserved
that treatment. What a waste’.
Then one day as I was praying in the synagogue,
I somehow came to understand all of those
teachings about life, sin, sacrifice, forgiveness –
they were all wrapped up in Jesus’ life. If I want
to live life to the full, then it is all there in that
man they called Jesus of Nazareth. Yes, his
mission and message are real and so full of
meaning.
Now about that ‘disciple-drop out incident?!
It’s true. I turned away from Jesus when the going was tough. Jesus had made no secret of the
fact that being his follower demanded commitment and unselfishness. I came to know that it is
all worth it. And so I came back.
I still live here in Cana with my wife and family. I
have a small vineyard and I make wine. But I
also spend time helping others to know that
Jesus. I teach people about him. I reach out to
the sick, lonely and the frightened. I seek and
work for justice and peace. I just try to do what
Jesus did. I am part of a small community here
in the village. We call ourselves ‘Christians’.
Years ago I blew the chance at being his
follower. And while I still make mistakes, I’m
hanging in there. You see I did finally figure it
out – God came in this Jesus. He came to show
us the fullness and the real meaning to life.
To-day I have the privilege and responsibility to
be his disciple and witness.
If you would like to walk this
faith journey a little more
closely with other parishioners in a Small Faith Group,
please ring Tony Pires on
0418 900 046. Some Groups
meet fortnightly others
monthly – you are welcome.
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NOLA
SMITH
Although we have only ten candidates for our
Confirmation Sacramental Program this year we
certainly have no less enthusiasm. Candidates,
family members and sponsors were all involved
in the Workshop where the candidates made
their sashes bearing the name of their chosen
Saint or Blessed. This was followed by their
Commitment Mass in which the candidates were
involved in the Liturgy of the Word.
On the 9th September, the candidates will be
attending a retreat at the Mary MacKillop Centre.
We are currently seeking Prayer Partners for our
10 candidates. If you are interested in
supporting our soon to be ‘fully fledged’ Catholics
in prayer, please contact Mark Ferroa on
comocath.sacramental@gmail.com

The Confirmation Ceremony will be held at 6pm on
Saturday 24 October and will be celebrated by the
Vicar General, Msgr Peter Whitely.

MICHAEL
TAYLOR
The Parish Council met on 11 August and
discussed communication, social, pastoral and
other activities in the Parish, all of which are
going rather well thanks to the many parish
volunteers. A key issue for the Parish Council
is that most of the current members have now
been on the Council for four years or more and
at least five members will not be continuing
after the next Annual General Meeting.
The role of the Parish Council is to be a representative body working together to form a
Christian community, with Council’s purpose
being to assist our Parish Priest in the apostolic
work of the Church. To deliver this role Parish

Council meets when needed, currently every two
months, with councillors
being active in the parish community.
Our next Parish Council AGM has been scheduled
for Sunday 25th October 2015. Between now and
the 25th of October, we need parishioners to think
about who could contribute by being a parish
councillor.
Nomination Forms will be available and I encourage you to talk with other parishioners about who
should be nominated, or think and pray about
nominating yourself.
If you would like to discuss a nomination, please
contact either Father Ossie or myself.
E-mail to mrtaylor5@iinet.net.au
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ANNA
FRANCIS

A Very Happy Father Day to all Father’s.
The 2015 Social Calendar is rapidly coming to an end. Each month different volunteers came forward to form
a sub-committee group to collaborate ideas with the main focus to build a stronger Parish Community Spirit.
We believe we achieved this.
Earlier this year, we held fund-raising activities and proceeds raised went to local and International Charitable
Organisations such as the St Joseph’s Makeni projects in Sierra Leone. We worked together during the book
-sale, cake-stall and quiz night to ensure its success.
On the social side, our most popular event was the International Lunch held on Sunday 19 July. We were
blessed to have fine weather on the day and we organised a sausage sizzle for those who were hungry or
could not stay for the lunch. The cuisine was varied and there were many new faces around the room which
was a welcome sight.
Sadly we cancelled a couple of events in August due to inclement weather and low social interest however
as the rain subsides and the weather warms, we know spring is her so why not brush off the Winter Blues,
put on your dancing shoes and come along to our “Spring Dance” to be held on Saturday, 19 September.
See poster for details as tickets are selling fast!!
A quick reminder that the Melbourne cup lunch will be held on the first Tuesday in November, please show
your interest by supporting the Coordinator on the day.
A big thank you to all Parish Councillors, Volunteers, and Sub-Committee Members for their hard work and
especially Parishioners for your generous donations which has helped make the social calendar a success.
Finally Randolph and I will be retiring at the next AGM for Parish Council as our 4 year term is now complete.
All the best and God Bless!
Anna & Randolph Francis
Parish Councillors
Social and Event Coordinators
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September 19th
Spring Dance
November 3rd
Melbourne Cup Luncheon
December 27th
Holy Family Feast Day
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Michael
Taylor &
Kerry
Hardwick

An item that is special in the Holy Family Church is the 14 Stations of the Cross that hang on the walls of
the Church. These stations are there to help us make a spiritual pilgrimage of prayer through meditation on
the chief scenes of Christ’s sufferings and death.
Major commemoration of the Stations of the Cross is during Lent, especially on Good Friday.
The Stations in Holy Family Church were painted in 1961 by Mr Karl Matzek and were commissioned by
our first parish priest, Father Thomas Linnane. Parish notes from 1961 report that the cost was 196 pounds
and at the bottom of each station there is a small plaque recording the name of the donor.
Karl Matzek (1895 – 1983) was a painter of note who in the late 1920s studied art in Berlin and Vienna.
Wikipedia reports that ‘His artwork was shown in museums and at major galleries of Europe at his artistic
height (in the 1930s). He was awarded various medals for his works, including a gold medal from the
Russian tsar for his “Battle of Borodin”’.
The Australian Dictionary of Biography reports that Matzek came to Australia in 1958 and after living in
Sydney and Melbourne moved to Perth in 1960. In Perth he painted a series of murals for the Church of
Saints Peter and Paul at the Redemptorist Monastery in North Perth, as well as our Stations of the Cross.
Moving back to Sydney he painted scenes from the life of Christ and Serbian saints for the new St George
Free Serbian Orthodox Church, Cabramatta.
Later Matzek moved to Canberra and his final and most eminent work in Australia is the painting of the
interior of the St George Free Serbian Orthodox Church in Forrest, very close to the National Parliament.
Over a 16 year period he painted the side walls, ceiling and alter screen which to-day attract visitors from all
parts of Australia and overseas. Though small, this church is on the register of the national estate and ACT
heritage.
There are many things that are special about Holy Family Parish, particularly the community of
parishioners. However, it is suggested that when you have a moment it is worth taking a closer look at our
Stations of the Cross and appreciate the generosity of the donors, the foresight of Father Linnane and the
skill of Karl Matzek in helping us practice our faith.
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SCHEDULES FOR THE WEEK

ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND

7TH SEPT — 13TH SEPT 2015 12/13 Sept

Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 10.00am

MONDAY 7 SEPT

Acolytes

V Scanlan

J Newman

S Vadukoot

• No 9am Mass
• 7pm D’Cantor Rehearsal - Church
• 7.30pm S.V.D.P. Mtg Room 1

Altar Servers MC
C
S1
S2
S3

R Bianchini
J Kang
B Bianchini
H Kang
M Bianchini

D Ho
M Ho
E Pearson
K Pearson
Z Bolden

A Richards
C Richards
N Brown
M Hegarty
J Hegarty

Commentators
Readers

I Sydney-Smith
F Cue
T Cue

J Morcombe
M Taylor
L Hanrahan

R Crothers
C Shugg
Y Szymakowski

G Taylor
M Pearson
P Embry
J Embry

T Pires
B Pires
A Francis
R Francis

TUESDAY 8 SEPT
• 9am Mass
W EDNESDAY 9 SEPT
• 9am Mass
• 9.30am Craft Group - Hall
THURSDAY 10 SEPT
• 9am Mass
• 9.30am - 3.30pm Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
• 9.30 - 3.30pm Days of Reflection
(Sisters of St Joseph) - Hall
FRIDAY 11 SEPT

Special Ministers A Quinn
D Bianchini
of the Eucharist
D Sidi
M Hennessy
Children’s Sunday Liturgy

12/13 Sept Trish Candeias

Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady

12/13 Sept Arnold Family

Gardening
Altar Flowers

• 8am -12.30pm Catholic Chaplains
PD Day - Hall
• 7pm Mass
SATURDAY 12 SEPT
• No 9am Mass
• 1pm - 4pm Ukulele Group - Hall
• 4pm - 6pm Sacramental Meeting
(Candidates + Parents) - Hall
• 6pm - Mass
SUNDAY 13 SEPT
•
•
•
•

8.30am Mass
Children’s Liturgy Mtg Room 2
10am Mass
Children’s Liturgy Mtg Room 2

PARISH OFFICE
45 Thelma Street, Como WA 6152
Telephone: (08) 9450-5921
Email: como@perthcatholic.org.au
Email: ossielewis28@gmail.com
Website: www.holyfamily.com.au
Parish Priest
Fr Ossie Lewis PP
Resident Priest
Fr Greg Carroll
Office Hours
Mon - Fri 9.30am -12.30pm
MASSES
Weekend
Saturday: Mass at 6pm
Sunday: Mass at 8.30am & 10.00am
Weekday
See Weekly SCHEDULES (above)
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 5.00 to 5.45pm or anytime by
appointment.

Vicki Ha

2nd & 4th Saturday each month
5 & 12Sept
19 & 26 Sept

Altar Cloths

Margaret Abbott
Therese Howarth

Month of Sept
Maria Joseph

Month of Oct
Maureen Stevenson

Are you new to the Parish?

BAPTISM

If you have recently moved into this
area and have not registered with the
parish, Fr Ossie would like to meet you.
Please do see him after Mass. We
warmly welcome you and your family.
Thank you!

The Sacrament of Baptism is
the first of the three
Sacraments of Initiation of the
Catholic Church. The other
Sacraments being the Eucharist
and Confirmation. As it is an important
commitment parents make to bring their child
into the Catholic Faith Community, preparation
to receive this Sacrament is important. Please
contact the office to make an appointment with
the Parish Priest to arrange dates for the
preparation and baptism of your child.
◊ Baptisms take place at 11.30 am on the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of the month.

Home Communion
Do you know anyone who is house
bound or new to a Nursing Home and
would like to receive Holy
Communion? Phone 9450 5921 or
Email como@perthcatholic.org.au

Planned Giving Program
Holy Family Parish Como-Kensington relies on the generous and regular financial
contributions by parishioners through our Planned Giving Program. Your
contributions are put toward the upkeep and maintenance of the parish buildings
and grounds and the continued operation of pastoral, religious education and
evangelising programs in our parish.
For your convenience you may contribute to the Holy Family Planned Giving
Program using Planned Giving Envelopes or through Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).
We encourage you to use EFT and have your contribution deducted weekly, monthly
or annually from your cheque or savings account. You may do this by contacting your
financial institution or using personal online banking. Your contribution will be
recorded on your bank statement and you may cancel or alter the amount of your
contribution at any time.
The bank details for Holy Family Parish are:
Account Name: Holy Family Como
BSB Number: 036-050 Account Number: 790041
Reference/Description: (Your Surname & Initials)
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Liturgy of the Word

23rd Sunday of the Year
Year B
6th September 2015
FIRST READING
Isaiah 35:4-7

Say to all faint hearts, Courage!
do not be afraid. `Look, your God
is coming, vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God; he is
coming to save you.' Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a
deer and the tongues of the
dumb sing for joy; for water
gushes in the desert, streams in
the wasteland, the scorched
earth becomes a lake, the
parched land springs of water.

and you take notice of the welldressed man, and say, `Come
this way to the best seats'; then
you tell the poor man, `Stand
over there' or `You can sit on
the floor by my foot-rest.' Can't
you see that you have used two
different standards in your mind,
and turned yourselves into
judges, and corrupt judges at
that? Listen, my dear brothers: it
was those who are poor
according to the world that God
chose, to be rich in faith and to
be the heirs to the kingdom
which he promised to those who
love him.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus
preached the Good News of the
kingdom, and healed all who
were sick. Alleluia!
GOSPEL

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: Praise the Lord, my
soul!
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith
for ever, who is just to those
who are oppressed. It is he
who gives bread to the
hungry, the Lord, who sets
prisoners free.
2. It is the Lord who gives sight
to the blind, who raises up
those who are bowed down,
the Lord who loves the just,
the Lord, who protects the
stranger.
3. The Lord upholds the widow
and orphan, but thwarts the
path of the wicked. The Lord
will reign for ever, Zion’s God,
from age to age.

SECOND READING
James 2:1-5

My brothers, do not try to
combine faith in Jesus Christ,
our glorified Lord, with the
making of distinctions between
classes of people. Now
suppose a man comes into your
synagogue, beautifully dressed
and with a gold ring on, and at
the same time a poor man
comes in, in shabby clothes,

Mark 7:31-37

Returning from the district of
Tyre, Jesus went by way of
Sidon towards the sea of
Galilee, right through the
Decapolis region. And they
brought him a deaf man who
had an impediment in his
speech; and they asked him to
lay his hand on him. He took
him aside in private, away from
the crowd, put his fingers into
the man's ears and touched his
tongue with spittle. Then looking
up to heaven he sighed; and he
said to him. `Ephphatha', that is,
`Be opened.' And his ears were
opened, and the ligament of his
tongue was loosened and he
spoke clearly. And Jesus
ordered them to tell no one
about it, but the more he
insisted, the more widely they
published it. Their admiration
was unbounded. `He has done
all things well,' they said `he
makes the deaf hear and the
dumb speak.'

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
Isaiah 50:5-9
Psalm 114:1-6, 8-9
James 2:14-18
Mark 8:27-35

LITURGY COMMITTEE
The next Parish Liturgy
Committee Meeting will be held
on Tuesday 8th September at
7.00pm in Meeting Room 1.

PARISH COUNCIL AGM
The next AGM Meeting will be
held on Sunday 25th October at
11.00am.

SANTO PIO CHOIR
Is in need of new members.
3 Sopranos, 3 Altos, 3 Tenors
and 3 Basses. If you have the
interest, time & commitment, you
are very welcome to join and be
trained by a professional musician.
The choir sings regularly at the
Saturday Vigil Mass and
occasionally accepts invites to sing
at Weddings and other
occasions.
Rehearsals: Saturdays 5:00 5:45pm (before 6pm Mass).
For more information please see
Rosemary after the 6pm Saturday
Mass or contact her on
0430943035.

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
LEGACY
Catholic Mission receives no
funding from the government and
relies on generous donations from
people like you to continue our
important missionary work.
If you would like to ensure your
support of Catholic Mission
continues after you have passed
on, please think about leaving a
gift to Catholic Mission in your will,
after you have considered friends
and family.
No matter how big or how small,
your gift will be very gratefully
received – even the smallest
amount makes a difference.
If you would like further details of
how you can include Catholic
Mission in your will, please call
Francis Leong or Katie Hunt on
9422 7933.
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